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Medical Diary of the Week.
Monday, March 8.

ST. MARX’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
BoYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 10&frac12; A.M.
METROPOLITAN FBEE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.&mdash;4 P.M. Prof. Huxley, "On the

Construction of Vertebrated Animals."
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON (Albion Tavern).-Anniversary.--Oration at I,

5 P.M., by Sir Duncan Gibb, Bart. ,

Tuesday, March 9.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, lOi A.M.
GUY’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, It P.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
NATIONAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Rev. F. W. Farrar, " On Comparative Philology."
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.&mdash;8&frac12; P.M. Dr. Sansom, "On

some New Double Salts of Carbolic Acid as Agents in the Treatment of
Disease." - Dr. Kelly, " On Hydatid Cysts ;" or Dr. Hillier"" On Con-
genital Hydronephrosis."

Wednesday, March 10.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 10&frac12; A.M.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 1,.m.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, H P.M.
GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 3 P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL,-Operations, 2 P.M.
LONDON HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
OPHTALMIC HOSPITAL, SOUTHWARK.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS or ENGLAND.&mdash;4 P.M. Prof. Huxley, "On the

Construction of Vertebrated Animals."
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.&mdash;5 P.M. Croonian Lectures: Dr. JohnW.

Ogle : " Regarding Certain Effects of Modifications of Nerve-Influence
in Disease."

HUNTERIAN SOCIETY. - 7&frac12; P.M. Meeting of Council. - 8 P,M. Dr. Moxon,
" On a Case of Tetanus." - Mr. Bryant, "On some Points in the Treat-
ment of Diseases of the Joints: ’-And other communications.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY. - 8 P.M. Inspector-General Lawson, "On the
Influence of Febrile Epidemics in Limiting the Spread of Cholera."

Thursday, March 11.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 10&frac12; A.M.
ST. ChMBGE’s HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Mr. H. Power, " On the Eye."

Friday, March 12.
ROYAL LONDON OpHTHALMio HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 10i A.M.
WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.--Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS op ENGLAND.-4 P.M. Prof. Huxley, "On the

Construction of Vertebrated Animals."
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.-5 P.M. Lumleian Lectures: Dr. Barker,

" On Diseases of the Serous Membranes and some of their Results."
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-8 P.M, Prof. Abel, "On Naval and Military Applica-

tions of Electricity."
CLINICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. - 8&frac12; r.a2. Report on Dr. Day’s Case. -

Mr. Bearwell: "Py&aelig;mia Fatal by Coma."-Dr. Julius Pollock : "Typhoid
Fever; Treatment by Blistering."-And other papers.

Saturday, March 13.
Sr. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 9&frac12; A.M.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORPIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 1% A.M.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 11 P.M.
Sr. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 12 P.M.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 p.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Prof. Odling, " On Hydrogen and its Analogues."

Notes, Short Comments, and Ansmers to

Correspondents.
A NEW DUTY.

MEDICAL officers of health will learn, we think, with some astonishment
that the functions of a public prosecutor in other matters than those of
health come within their sphere of duty. Dr. Syson, the health officer for
Salford, has appeared at the Borough Police Court, by instruction of the
Nuisance Committee, to prosecute some idle lads for loitering and creating
obstruction in the streets. The magistrate was evidently surprised at the
capacity in which Dr. Syson was present, considering it " a waste of valu-
able time"-a very natural conclusion indeed. That a medical officer of
health should be required to do ordinary policeman’s duty in this way is
an absurdity and a degradation against which we most emphatically
protest.

Exempli Gratid.-The advertisement is so general that it is impossible to
deal with it.

Inquisitive.&mdash;No list has been received up to the present time.

INDISCRIMINATE ALMS-GIVING.
AT the la3t meeting of the Metropolitan Association of Medical Officers of

Health, some startling facts were stated by Dr. Guy in his paper on
"Indiscriminate Alms-giving." By indiscriminate alms-giving, the author
meant giving to people one knew nothing at all about. It was not one

scanty dole that did the harm, but the scattering of alms, as it were, drop
by drop that kept up the army of beggars that disgraces us and our civili-
sation. That these beggars were improvident was abundantly proved, and
that they slept in out-houses and brick-kilns in order to have money for
buying spirits. The women also were shown to be addicted to drinking,
and early brought up their children in the same practice. Their luxurious
mode of living was also put beyond doubt. They are never seen to eat
broken victuals, and many of them spend their evening sumptuously and
riotously. The filth and squalor of their dwellings was something terrible.
In one case mentioned there were 700 Irish living in 24 small houses-
houses and inhabitants being in the greatest filth, and yet the latter could
find means to purchase spirits and drink to excess. Dr. Guy adduced proof.
in support of these points, from evidence given before Select Committees,
from the testimony of Poor-law inspectors, of school teachers, and others.
The Statistical Society also had given the subject their attention, and
paid visits to this class of people. They found a mixed population of
thieves, pickpockets, beggars, and bad characters living huddled together
in wretchedness and filth their children neglected, and dying off rapidly;
and it was their opinion that indiscriminate alms-giving had encouraged

’, them in this mode of life. Valuable statistics were given by Sir Robt.
, Carden last year, showing how large a proportion of those brought before
I him had become physically incapable of earning a livelihood, and he attri-

buted this evil to the encouragement given to idleness and vagabondage
, by unwisely benevolent people. The connexion between vagabondage and

crime was another important point. Professed burglars and convicts
frequently made use of the disguise of begging in order to reconnoitre.

i Basing his calculation on the estimated number of this class in 1847-
viz., 50,000,-he considered he was quite below the mark in saying there
were now some 75,000 in London, and that they cost us &pound;1,368,750 a year.
Whatever might be the exact number, it was sufficiently large to warrant
him in bringing this matter before them. The great remedy he recom-
mended was, 

" abstain from giving, and persuade others to do the same."
A Subscriber to THE LANCET.&mdash;Pye-Chavasse on Advice to a Mother on the
Management of her Infant; Dr. Bull’s Hints to Mothers; and a third by
the late Dr. Barker, entitled " Right Food for Infants."

J. D.&mdash;We are unable to say.
M. A., M.D.&mdash;Inquiry shall be made in regard to the matter referred to by
our correspondent.

Bookseller.-l. Not an hospital case.-2. Any legally-qualified practitioner:
- 3. The fee would be two guineas.&mdash;4. About one week.-5. No.

Dr. Headdarm Crreenhozv’s paper shall appear shortly.

RELAPSING FEVEB AT THE GERMAN- HOSPITAL.

To the Editor of THE LANCBT.

SIR,&mdash;It would be difficult to conceive a more telling illustration of the
reductio ad abs2trdun& in relation to that equivocal maxim-you may treat a
fever, but you cannot cure it. This we have given us in Dr. Weber’s article
on the above-named fever in your issue of the 13th of February. There has
been so much said as to the inefficiency of medical treatment generally that
by-and-by all we shall be expected to do will be to secure for our patients
good nursing, proper hygienic conditions, and leave the rest to the vis medi-
catrix oxaturce.
Of course I have no intention of entering here upon what I shall "call the

authoritative treatment of fever; but it does seem to me that if medicinal
treatment can be of any curative avail whatever in disease, the case of
K. B-, as given by Dr. Weber, was one broadly demanding such treat-
ment. It is true that the patient (there were others, but to save words I
shall restrict myself to the one) recovered under the, so to speak, do-nothing
system; but this only shows, what no one doubts, how much Nature will do
where you place her under favourable external conditions. These had been
so unhealthy up to the time of his removal to the hospital as to have im-
bued his body with the materies morbi; and this change of condition proved
efficient to his recovery, by allowing Nature to effect the necessary pro-
cesses of elimination and restoration, there being no continued accession of
of the disease-producing causes from without. But as a patient recovering
from a disease of, say, one week’s duration certainly occupies a very diffe-
rent position from one who has recovered from a- similar disease of, say,
three weeks’ continuance-a difference altogether in favour of the former,-
I would ask if it be meant that readers should understand that Nature
could not have been medicinally assisted in her curative processes in the in-
stance of K. B- ? Take three of the most prominent symptoms given&mdash;
enlarged spleen, inactive liver, deranged urinary secretion,-and surely, with
the indications these presented, the exhibition of medicine could have been
without doubt as to the result. As it was, one can have no difficulty in ex-
plaining the second and even a third relapse: that, though the external
conditions (which supplied the primary causes of the disease) had been re-
moved, those proximate internal causes-the several effects on the organism
produced by the former-still remained in sufficient extent to show their
presence. But suppose that in this case Nature had not, as she has not in
too many, the necessary amount of vis to have carried on the lengthened
contest between herself and the various morbific causes, even with the posi-
tive aid of good nursing, what then ?
Keeping in view only the well-recognised principles of pathology and

therapeutics, I, for one of Dr. Weber’s readers, could not avoid this instant
conclusion, among others, that such negative treatment affords an excellent
explanation why that more formal illustration of the do-nothing system.
hom&oelig;opathy, can vaunt its cures to the satisfaction of a public having
some sort of excuse for its being thus deceived.

Hanley, February, 1869. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Hanley, February, 1869. J. F.


